Contemporary cities need to respond
not only to their present environment,
but need to look ahead in facing up
to challenges such as climate change
and rapid urbanisation.

Guinea and he is ideologically and philosophically attached
to the houses of his childhood. With the no air-conditioning
proposition, he then builds his wonderful homes around
that theory; they are a delight to behold and perfectly
functional in terms of sustainability and climate response.”

For developer Andrew Borger, good architecture will make
or break one of his projects. Indeed, he is finding that fiscal
outlay is often less when employing sustainable design
practices in comparison with working with earlier, outdated
practices. “We're starting to see the use of new, more
efficient materials being introduced, the energy outlay is
less and the efficiencies of scale by working collaboratively
are really impressive.

“With Green Square, we've had a 93 percent satisfaction
rate. That’s incredible. And it's showing a 25 percent
reduction in operating costs because of air-conditioning
efficiencies, water reharvesting and recycling.

“Then we’re finding greater energy and productivity from
people working in this environment. Because we haven’t

1 Spanning the banks of the
Brisbane River, this bridge

encourages pedestrian thoroughfare.
Goodwill Pedestrian Bridge (2001),

Brisbane
Architect: Cox Rayner Architects
Photograph: Kraig Karlstrom

2 Shade and protection feature
in a pleasing public setting.
Brisbane Magistrates Court,
Brisbane (2004)

Architect: Cox Rayner architects
in association with Ainsley Bell
and Murchison

3 Mixed materials and edgy
design define this film studio.
Cutting Edge, West End,
Brisbane (2004)

Architect: Richard Kirk Architects
Photograph: Jon Linkins

4 Five star green rating is the
ultimate environmental accolade.
Green Square, Brisbane (2008)
Architect: Cox Rayner Architects
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used petro-chemical-based paints or adhesives, there’s
not that ‘new’ smell you get in many buildings. People
don’t get tired and sleepy.

“Architects are being asked by the public to lead them
into a new quality of life. They want to know how to live
better and smarter, but they don’t really want to have to
compromise on comforts.

“Design is certainly the key to the success of communities
and workplaces in the future. We’re well on track to

make Queensland an example of how to do wonderful,
aesthetically brilliant sustainable buildings.”
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